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1 TI M,. V. 17. 


Let the Elders that rule well be coun- 
ted worthy of double Honour; eſpe- 


cially they who labour in the Word 


and Doctrine. 


HAT 7 imothy was Bi ſhop of Epheſus, is 


was never once, that we can find, ſo 


in the Chriſtian Church. And they who, ot late 
Years, do deny him to have been a Bh, in the 
Senſe that we now urcderſtand the word; yet, 
if they allow the Authority of this Epiſtle, muſt 
of neceſſity grant, that he was inveſted in all the 
Power, which any Orthodox Perſon, of that Or- 
der either does, or ever did claim by virtue of 
any Divine or Apoſtolick Ioftitution. He was 
to charge thoſe that were under him what they 
ſhould teach, (ch. 1. v. 3.) therefore he had the 
ſuperviſing of their Doctrine: A Caution is giv- 
en him, not to rebake an Elder or uſe him rough- 
ly (ch. 5. v. 1.) and another, that againſt an Elder 
he ſhould vat receive an Accuſation but before two 
o three Witneſſes; that is to ſay, not upon the 
ſingle Teſtimony of one Perſon, (v. 19) there- 


People, but over the Presbyters alſo. And, to 
omit other Inſtances, a Charge is directed, not 
to the Body of the da of that Church, but 
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to himſelf, in his own fingle Perſon, that he 
ſhould Lay bands ſuddenly on no man, (v 22,) 
which ſhews, at leaſt, that the Power of Ording- 
tion there was ſo in him, as not regularly to 
be performed without him: And ſince ſuch 4 
certain Meaſure of Eccleſiaſtical Power, lawful! y 
conferred, is that which conſtitutes and makes a 
Biſhop, as he ſtands diſtinguiſhed from a Prey. 
ter; or (to ſpeak in the Language of the Scho01;) 
is the ratio formalis of Epiſcopacy ; he muſt be | 
very skilful diſtinguiſher indeed, who can find a 
material, or even a notional, difference between 
a Biſhop and one who, to all intents and purpg. | 
fes, is lawfully poſſeſſed of Epiſcopal Anthority, 
Now the Deſign of this Epiſtle, as St, Paal 
himſelf declares, is to inſtru Timothy how and 
after what manner he ſhould manage and de- 
mean himſelf in the diſcharge of ſo important 
an Office, as this with which he was entruſted; 
How he ought to behave himſelf in the Houſe if 
God, which is the Church (as it is expreſs'd ch. 3. 
v. 15.) And among many other excellent Rules 
that are given him, partly for his own perſonal 
Conduct, and partly to be preſſed and inculcat- 
ed upon thoſe over whom he had the charge, 
we have this for one, which I have choſen, as 
the propereſt Subject | could think of for this pre- 
ſent occaſion : Let the Elders that Rule well, &c. 

From the words we may gather theſe four 


Obſervations : 


I. Firſt, That in the Chriſtian Church there is a 
Government, which is not derived from the Civil 
Power. This is evidently ſuppoſed in the T ext. 
For at the time when this Epiſtle was written, 
the Church was ſo far from receiving any Pri- 
vilege, or Countenance, from the Ic 
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Authority, that it was almoſt every where diſ- 
couraged and perſecuted by it. And yet even 
then, we find, by my Text, among the Chriſti- 


ans there were certain ee, Prefidents, Per- 


ſons who bore rule over the reſt, 

II. Secozaly, That this Government is to be mana- 
ged and adminiſtred by (thoſe who in my Text 
are called) be Elders. The Elders we ſee are the 
Perſons here ſpoken of as the Rulers. 


III. Thirdly, That ſuch Elders as do well acquit 


themſetves of the Office of Government, ought juſtly 
to meet with wery great Honour and Eſteem in the 
Church; even double Honour, as my Text ex- 
preſſes it. 
IV. Fozrthly and Laſtly, That it ought to be nd 
ſmall Additicn to the Honour and Eſteem of ſuch 
an Elder, if, beſides the faithful Adminiſtration of 
bis Government, he alſo labours in the Word and 
Dockrine. Let the Elders that rule well, &c. 


namely, that i the Chriſtian Charch there is a 
Government which 1s not derived from the Civil 


poſed in the Text: And to the ſame purpoſe we 
meet with other very expreſs Paſlages in the 
New Teſtament. Thus St. Paul bids the Theſſa- 
brian to know them which — are over them in 
the Lord, (rt Theſ. 5. 12.) and the Hebrews to 
remember them which have the rule over them, 
(ch. 13. v. 7) and again, obey them that have 


If 


bf the rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves : for they 
; watch for your Seals , ſays he 4 7. 17.) But the un- 


fully appear, if we conſider, 

Tg * very Nature of a Society in gene- 
il: And, | 7 

| | A 3 Secondly, 
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J. I begin with the Firft of theſe Obſervations; 


Power. This I have told you is plainly ſup- 


lonbted Truth cf this Obſervation will more 
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Secondly, The Eſſential Parts and Ingredients 
that mult go together to conſtitute a Gorrr;. 


ment. 


As to the former of theſe; Where an +. 
porated Society is, there of neceſſity muſt 0rd 
and Government allo be; this is included in the 
very Nature and Notion cf the thing it ſelf: A 
Number of Men without any ſettled Order vr 
Government , however poſſibly their Inclinati- 
ons may for a while keep them in ſome fort 
of Agreement, yet ſtill are no more nor better 
than a Maltitude: But the fame or like Num- 
ber, having ſome eſtabliſped Rules to walk by, 
and alſo ſome Goverament amongſt them to en- 
force the Obſervation of thoſe Rules, immedi- 
ately become what we call a Soczery, Now that 
the Church, by the Inſtitution of Chr: alone, 
and antecedertly to any Power or Privilege de- 
rived unto it from the Civil Authority, is really 
and truly a Society, appears ſo very plainly from 
all-the Repreſentations that are made of it in 


the Holy Scripture, by a King and his Kingdom, | 


a Maſter and his Family, a Shepherd and his 
Flock; and above all, by the Members of a Bo- 
dy knit and joined together under one Head, 
that I need not ſtand to offer any further or 
more particular Proof of it. If then Order and 


Government be even eſſential to the very Nature 
of a Society, and the Chriſtian Church, before 
any Incorporation thereof by the Civil Power, 


be really a Society; it demonſtratively follows 


that in the Chriſtian Church there is and mull 
be a Government that is not derived from ihe 
Civil Power, which is the thing to be proved. 


Then, as to the ſecond thing, that is to faf 
the Eſſential Parts and Ingredieats of a Gvveri: 


ments 
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ment: Where all the Parts of any thing are te- 
gularly and orderly joined t gether, there of 
neceflity the IM hole muſt be. Now the Parts 
or neceſſary Ingredients of a GovernmentJare 


neither more nor leſs than theſe three. Firſt a 


Power of making Laws and Conſtitutions for 


the Society, in order to the promoting the End 
and Deſign of it. Secondly, an Appointment 
of Miniſters or proper Officers for the Perfor- 
mance of all neceſſary Offices or FunQions he- 
longing to it: And Thirdly a Power to inflict 


proper Puniſhmems- upon ſuch Members of the 
Community as are retractory and diſobedient to 
its Laws and Conſtitutions. Where theſe three 


things are conjoined together in any Society, 
there is Government : Where all or any of them 
are wanting, there is either no Government at 
all, or (what is not much better) a very lame 


and imperfeQ one. If chen it fully and ſuffici- 


ently appears, that all theſe things are in the 
Chriſtian Church, by its very Otiginal Conſtitu- 
tion, and without any Derivation of all or any 
of them from the Temporal Authority; it muſt 
of neceſſity put the Truth of my firſt Obſetvati- 


on beyond all reaſonable Doubt or Exception. 


Firſt then, For the Power of mali Laws aud 


Conftitytions. And here, that our Bleſſed Saviour, 


pot only as he is God Co- eternal and Coequal 
with the Father, but as he is Man alſo, and con- 
ldered in the Capacity of Head of his Church, 
has a Supreme Power of making Laws, to which 
all Mankind are bound to come in and ſubmit 
themſelves, can be doubted by no one who be- 


lieves what he has aſſerted of himſelf, (Matth. 


2, 18.) that all Power is given auto him in Heas 
den aud in Earth. By Vittue of this Power he 
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| a a abtogated all the Ceremonial Laws of Moſes, 


blotting out the Hand-writing of Oramances, (Col. 
2. 14.) confirmed the Moral Law, making it 


the Law of his Church, and the Obſervation of 
it a neceſſary Condition of obtaining eternal 
Happineſs: If zhox wilt enter into life (ſays he) 
keep the Commandments (Matth. 19. 17.) and has 


made and enacted ſeveral poſitive Laws and 
Conſtitutions, to remain in his Church to the 
End of the World: Thus he has erdained that 
the Goſpel ſhould be preached in all the World, 
Go and teach all Nations (Matth. 28. 19.) That 


— all who are received into his Church, ſhall be 


admitted into it by Baptiſm, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt; and that all faithful Chriſtians ſhould 
eat of that Bread and drink of that Cup, which 
he has appointed, in commemoration of his 


Death and Paſſion: Do this in remembrance of 


me, (Luke 22. 19.) And beſides this Supreme 
Power of making Laws, which reſides in Chr 
alone; there is and muſt be ſure in the Church, 


as in all other Societies whatſoever, a ſubordi- 
nate Power of making Rules and Conſtitutions | 


for the better regulating it ſelf within it ſelf: 
Provided that ſuch Laws and Conſtitutions are 


not repugnant to any Obligation under waich 


the Members of the Society do lie, to any other 
Superior Authority. This Power St. Paul plain- 
ly ſuppoſes and refers to, when he directs the 
Church of Corinth, that all things be done 10 edi. 
fying, (1 Cor. 14. 26.) decently and in order; (v. 

o.) that is to ſay, that they ſhould ſettle ſuch 


Rules and Methods among themſelves, for the 


Management of their publick and religious Al- 


ſemblies, as might beſt keep out all Diſorcer 


and Confufion, and moſt tend to the Ecifiaion 
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on of the people: Some of which Rules he him- 
ſelf, by his Apoſtolick Authority, makes for 


them, (v. 27, 6c.) and leaves the reſt to them- 


ſ:lves, to ſettle according to the general Di- 
tection that he had given them. And ſo much 


lient of Government, the Power of making Laws 
and Conſtitutions, which is ſupreme in Chriſt the 


the Church it ſelf. I proceed to the 
Second, Which is the Appointment of Miniflers 


F proper Officers for the ae of all neceſſa- 


ry Offices or Functions belonging to the Society. It 
is St. Pauls own Compariſon, that, as proper 
Members in the natural Body are required for 
the Execution of the ſeveral FunQions belong- 
ing to it, and without which it wonld be but 
an uſeleſs and inſignificant Lump, (for if the 
whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? 


ing: 1 Cor. 12. 17.) ſo in a Church or any o- 
ther Society, it is no leſs requiſite that there 
ſhould be proper Perſons appointed, for the do- 
lng or performing of the ſeveral Offices that are 
zpreeable to the Nature of the Community, and 
wihout which it would be little better than a 
confaſled Muititude. Now to prove that ſuch 
an Appointment of proper Officers as this there 
s in the Chriſtian Church; and that not at all 


derived from the Temporal Authority, I ſhall 
dot only init upon what the Apoſtle tells us, 


at God bath ſet ſome in the Church; firſt Apoſtles, 
ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, after that 
Miracles, then Gifts of „ Helps, Govern- 
ments, Diverfities of Tongues ; (v. 28.) becauſe 
lv this perhaps it wad © anſwered, that ſome, 


5 at 


hall ſuffice for the firſt Eſſential Part or Ingre- 


Head of the Church, and ſubordinate to him, in 


If the whole were bearing, where were the ſmell- 
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at leaſt, of the Offices here mentioned were on- Church 
Iy temporary for the preſent Occaſion, and not of Men 
deſigned to be of ſtanding and perpetual Conti. ever to 
nuance; but ſhall think it ſufficient to ſay, thar and reg 
whatever Miniſterial Office was, or is neceſſary the Go! 
to be performed, in order to the Edification or by and 
Salvation of Men; our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf Enquiry 


gave unto his Apoſtles full Power, not only to 


do or perform the ſame, while they ſhould re- Third 


main upon Earth, but alſo to appoint other Per- the Powe 
ſons for the ſame purpoſe, where they could not refr actor: 
be preſent themſelves, or when they ſhould de- And tha 


part from out of this World: All which is by of the Ki 


all Chriſtians allowed to be fully comprehended diately d 
in thoſe words of his to them: As my Father is to ſay. 
bath ſeut me, ſo ſend I you, (John 20. 21.) And 19. & 18 
that in purſuance of this Power the Apoſtles cid 23) to 
actually appoint ſuch Perſons to take part with, e Public 
and ſucceed them in all the conſtant, neceſſary, (Matth. 
and perpetual Parts of their holy Function, 5 receive a; 


What no Man ſore can deny; or if he does, ii dr T. 


may abundantly be proved, from the Care they Perlon, 
took to fill up their Number by putting Matthi Saran, ur 
into the place of Judas (Acts 1. 21, c.) and to Chriſtian 
inſtitute the Order of Deacons as ſoon as the ther 24a; 
Found there was occaſion for it (Ads 6. 2.) from a Power 
St. Paul's leaving Timothy at Epheſus, aud T1 ax theſe, 


at Crete, with Power and Inſtruction for the du C to 


Regulation of thoſe Churches (as appears by ti feral P 
Epiſtles to them) and from the particular Vi have no; 
reQion to the former, that what he had near any farth; 
from St. Paul, he ſhould commit to faithful Wen the Auth: 


abo ſhould be able to teach others aiſo (2 Tim. 1 ju lault 


2.) and to the latter, that he ſhould i Elder 10 [ay, x] 
in every 2 (Tit. 1. 5) to ſay nothing, a5 Je mos, for 
of the like Perſons, who, as Antiquity info e Dor 
us, were in the ſame manner — me (Kev. 2 
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Churches. But what certain Orders or Degrees 
of Men the Apoſtles ordained or appointed, ſor 


ever to continue in the Church, for the conſtant 
and regular diſcharging of the ſeveral Parts f 


the Goſpel Miniſtry, will, at leaſt in part, be 


by and by the Subject of another and farther 


Enquiry. In the mean time I paſs on to the 
Third Eſſeatial Part of Cauerument, which is 


the Power of inflicting proper Puniſuments upon the 
refractory aud diſobedient Members of the Society. 


And that ſuch a Power as this is with 2he Keys 


of the Kingdom of Heaven (Matth. 16. 19.) imme- 


diately derived from Chriſt to his Church; that 
is to ſay, a Power to bind and looſe, (Matth. 16. 


19. & 18. 18) to remit and rctain Sins (John 20. 
23.) to put a Man into the State of a Heathen 


or Pablican, who ſhall negled? to hear the Church: 
(Matth. 18. 17)  rebake ſharply (Tit. 1. 1 3.) 20 


receive an Accuſation, and that even againſt an El- 


der (1 Vim. 5. 19) f judge concerning a wicked 
Perlon, (I Cor. 5. 3.) to deliver ſuch an one 50 
Sdataz, until he repent, (v. 5.) and to oblige all 
Chriſtians to withdraw themſelves from every Bro- 
ther that walketh diſorderly (2 T hell. 3. 6:) That 
a Power, I ſay, ot inflicting ſuch Puniſhments 
as theſe, is diredly and immediately given by 


Cbriſt to his Church, is ſo very clear fromthe 
ſevetal Paſſages of the New Teſtament, which I 
| have now hinted at, that I need not ſute offer 


any farther proof of it to any one, who amps 
the Authority of the Holy Scriptures. And what 
juſt lault could be found with the Angel, that is 
10 ſay, the chief Paſtor, of the Church in Perga- 
mos, fot ſuffering thoſe in his Church, who he 


ile Doctrine of Balaam, and of tbe Nicolaitans, 
| (Kev. 2. 47 15.) if he * not ſufficient A 
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rity, veſted in him, to puniſh ſuch Perſons fot 
their Wickedneſs, and to exclude them altoge. 


ther from his Communion, in caſe they ſhould 


refuſe to repent and reform? | 


Now let us put theſe three things together, 


The Eſſential Parts or Ingredients that muſt 


meet together to conſtitute a Goverument. ate, 


Firſt, a Power of making Laws and Conſtituti- 


ons; Secondly, an Appointment of proper Off. 
cers, or Miniſters ; and Thiraly, a Power to in- 


flict + Puniſhments; and all this agreeably 


to the End and Deſign for which the Society is 


| Incorporated. But all theſe three things I have 
ſhewn to be in the Chriſtian Church; and that 


without any Derivation of them, or any of them, 
from the Temporal Authority. Therefore, I 
the Chriſtian Charch there is a Government, which 


z not derived from the Civil Power, which was 


* Firſt Obſervation. | 
But there is a plauſible Objection — this 
Doctrine, made by Mr. Hobbes ¶ Leviat 
and taken up by others, who ſeem to copy after 


him; which is, that it is a thing of very dange- 


rous Conſequence, to allow ot any Government 
that is no way dependent on the Civil Power: 


For this would be to divide a Kingdom ag ainſt 


_ „to oblige a Man at one time to ſerve tui 
Maſters; both which things our Bleſſed Saviour 
himſelf repreſents as great Abſurdities, (Marth. 
12.25. & c. 6 24.) and indeed to erect [per 
am in Imperio, a Kingdom within a Kingdom, 
which is contrary to the Rules of all ſound Po- 
liticks : But a Government 0 way derived from 
the Civil Power, muſt, by conſequence, be al- 
together independent of it: And therefore ſuch a 
Government as this in the Church, cannot be admit- 


ted without overturning, or at leaſt very much 


endan- 
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C17) 
endangering the. Peace. of the State. But the 
ſeeming Force of this Objection will at once 
be wholly taken away, if it can be ſhewn be- 
yond exception, that zhe Government of the Church, 
duly ſtated and limited, neither is, nor can be any 
way dangerous to the Peace, or Security of any 
Kingdom, or Commonwealth whatſoever. 9: 
Firſt, Then I grant, that if the Government of 
the Church aſſumes more to itſelf, than what of 
Right belongs to it; if any Perſon, under the 
pretence of being the Vicar of Chriſt, and Suc- 
ceſſor of St. Peter, ſhall claim a Power of depo- 
ng Princes and abſolving Subjects from therr Alle- 
giance, ot of diſpoſing of the Temporal Things of 
all Chriſtians, in order to their Spiritual Good: or, 
If any Aſſembly under the Name of Christ's 
Kingdom, (hall aſſume an Authority to abrogate 
and T3 all Statutes and Ordinances concerning 
Ecclefiaftical Matters that, in their Judgment, 
are found noyſome or unprofitable, and agree not 
with the Time: Such a Power as this, Fay, if 
once allowed, muſt indeed be of the laſt Conſe- 
quence to the Temporal Authority. But then 
they, who thus under the Name tfof Chriſt do aſ- 
ſume to themſelves what he has no way given 
them, are no better than Praitours and Rebels to 
the Civil State: And as ſuch, ought to be pu- 
niſhed and ſuppreſſed by the lawful Magiſtrate, 
who beareth not the Sword in vain, but is the Miniſter 
of God, a Revenger to execute Mrath upon every one 


Liar doth Evil, and that without any Exception 


for Ecclefiaſtical Perſons : { Rom. 13 4.) But, 
Secondly, That Government which leaves the 
Civil Magi ſtracy in the full and free Poſſeſſion 
of the mo Extent of all the Power and Do- 
ninion, which it is, or any way can be lawful- 
inveſted with, cannot poſſibly be of the leaf? 
i | Danger 
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| Danger to any Kingdom or Commonwealth Men ir 
. whatſoever. Now the very atmoit Extent of nicate t 
the Ci! Power is to have a Dominion upon by the c 
Earth 'uncontrollable, over the Lives, Liberties bind or 
and Properties of its Subjects: How far this dain ott 
Power or Dominion over each or any of theſe all or a 
things may lawfully go, is not my buſineſs at of doin 
preſent to enquire : But let the Extent of it be ready ſh 
What it will, it neither is nor can be any way himſelf. 
obſtructed or controlled by the lawful Power off Power, 
the Church: If a Man forfeits his Lefe, his Liber. and wh. 
ty, or his Property to the Law; whether the La ſupport | 
in itſelf be juſt or unjuſt, the Church has no alſo to 
Power to hinder the 3 of it. Chriff Penalties 
Kingdom #5 not of this World, And therefore i Governo 
Servants have no Commiſſion to fight, or ui] diligent 
Force to ſupport it, (Jon 18. 36.) And what within th 
ever Right of Reſiſtance, or Self detence, a Ma hinder th 
may have againſt an unjuſt or tytannical Power WP Limits o. 
it is a natural Right derived unto him as he is i the Je: 
Man by the Law of Nature and Self-preicrvationl ity was 
© equally belonging to an {ufide/ and a Cr/:a Will Ppears n 
and not in the leaſt to be look'd on as a Pig 2'4 (who 
lege any way granted to the latter more than i inmediat 
the former. But | in ſettlin 
Thirdly, To take away all manner of ]-310uli Vites, x C 
from the Civil State, there is yet a farther All belt of tt 
ſwer to be given to this Objection: Win i berticular 
that the Spiritual Power and Government of H but only 
Cbriſtias Charch , tho' no way derived jr0 1 Wberewitl 
Civil Authority ; yet as 10 the Exerciſe of it, i! and ſettle 
Far ſubſect to its Guidance and Management, 0 Care and! 
Free the State from all 1 , of Day Jehoſhaph 
upon this Account. No Temporal Magiltra NMaving 76 
upon Earth, can of itſelf give a Comma blem (2 C 
to any one authoritatively, and as God's Meile ſet of the 
| Judgment « 


get, to teach and preach the Goſpel, is 10 


O89) 
Men into the Church by Baptiſm, to commu- 
nicate unto them the Body and Blood of Chris 
by the out ward Symbols of Bread and Wine, to 
bind or looſe, remit or retain Sins, or to or- 
dain others to perform, in the Name of Cöriſt, 
all or any of theſe Divine Offices; the Power 
of doing all theſe things, being, as J have al- 


ready ſhewn, immediately derived from Chriſt 


himſelf. But yet as to the due Exerciſe of this 
Power, the Civil Legiſlature may make good 
and wholſome Laws, not only for the better 
ſapport of the Government of the Church, but 


alſo to oblige, and if occaſton be, by proper 


Penalties to compel, even the Miniſters and 
Governours of the Church to the faithful and 
diligent Performance of their ſeveral Duties, 
within their proper Sphere, and to reſtrain and 
hinder them from going beyond the Bounds and 
Limits of their Commiſſion. That thus it was 
in the Jewiſh Church (whoſe Eccleſiaſtical Po- 
lity was immediately ſettled by God himſelf ) 
appears not only from the Example of Holy Da- 
did (who being a Prophet, had probably, the 
immediate Command of God for all that he did 
in ſettling the Courſes of the Prieſts and Le- 


vites, 1 Chr. 24. 19.) but alſo from that of the 


delt of the Kings of Judab, who without any 
particular Direction from God that appears, 
but only by Virtue of that Royal Authority 
wherewith God had intruſted them, did regulate 
and ſettle the Affairs of the Church with as much 
Care and Application as thoſe of the State. Thus 


Jehoſhaphat ſent Levites aud they taught in Judah: 


Having the Book of the Law of the Lord with 
them (2 Chr. 17. 8, 9.) Is Jeruſalem allo did he 
ſet of the Levites and of the Pries for the 
Judgment of the Lord (ch. 19. 8.) Thus Hezekiab 
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- commanded the Levites to ſandifie themſelves 


dau the Houſe of the Lord, and to carry ſorih the 


 Filthineſs out of the Holy Place ( ch. 29. 5.) Thus 
" Joſtah commanded Hilkiah the Prie#7, and the 
Priefls of the Second Order, to go on with the 
Work of Reformation, (of which we read 2 
-Kings 23. 4. &c,) and Nehemiah, or whoever 
elſe is meant by the T:irſpatha (who was a Ci. 
vil Magiſtrate tho' not with the Title of King) 
put the Children cf Habaiah from the Prie ſt hood 
and ſuffer'd them not to eat of the moſt holy thing, 
and that becauſe they could not make ont their 
Genealogy, (Eta 2.62 63.) He alſo cat forth all the 
Houſbold of Tobiah out of the Chamber, which 
Eliaſhib zhe Prieſt had prepared for him in the 
Houſe of God; and commanded the Chambers to 
be, cleanſed, with other things relating to the 
Service of God ( Neb. 13. 4, &c.) And (to put 
an end to theſe Inſtances) when Abrathar went 
beyond the Bounds of his Office ; and, without 
any lawful Warrant, pretended to intermeddle 


in the diſpoſal of the Throne and Kingdom ; 


Solomon thrust him out from being Priest anto the 
Lord, (1 Kings 2. 27.) | 8 
Thus did the Civil Authority under the Moſaick 


Soul (which includes the Church as well as State) 
ought to be ſubject to the Higher Powers (Ro. 13. 
I.) and ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man, for the 
Lord's ſake ; whether. it be to the King, as ſupreme, 
or unto Governours, as anto them that are ſent by 
him, (i Pet. 2 13, 14.) What imaginable reaſun 


can be given, why the Tempural Legiſlature ma] 
aws, with relation 10 the 


not make ſach | 
Church and Religion, as I have but juſt now 
affirmed ( eſpecially conſidering that Matters 0 


Rell 


r 


Law, exert itſelf inthe Regulation of Eccle/ia5ircal 
Matters : And lince, under the Goſpel alſo, every 
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Religion have often a great lu fluence even upon 
the Out ward Peace and Wellare of a People, 
with which the Magiſtrate is more immediately 
entruſted) or why any Chriſtian, of what ſort 
ſoever, ſhould rufuſe to give all Obedience unto 
ſuch Laws, as long as they contain nothing that 
is contrary to the Laws of God? e 
And thus have | given, I think, a full and 
| fair Anſwer to this Objection. The Govern- 
ment of the Church may (and ſo may Keligior 
itſelf) be perverted and abuſed, to the embroyl- 
ing and dividing of the Civil State: But then 
the State is inveſted with ſufficient Power, if 
it will but make uſe of it, to puniſh and reform 
all ſuch Abzſes, But if the Church exceeds not 
the Limits of her proper Authority, ſhe cannot 
in the leaſt controul or obſtruct the State in the 


r diſpoſal of the Lives, Liberties or Properties of 
1 its Subjects; and conſequently, can create 20 
t vanner of Danger to it. Or if any Danger may 
ned er be apprehended, the Civil State, having pow- 
n; ol © fo make wholſome and good Laws even in 
„ Lcleaſtical A fairs, may eaſily prevent and take 
i away. A blind Obedience, indeed, is not 
1 Wi (ve to any Maſter or Father upon Earth, (Mat. 
1 5, 9.) But the lawful Commands of two ſuch 
ol Hater, as the Church and State, can never be 
erat), one to the Other ; and therefore there 


The deeds be no difficulty in giving all due Obedience 


el e em both at one and the ſame time. 


1 6 | | proceed therefore to the Second Obſervation ; 
alon Which Was, | | OY 


Il. That zhe Government of ibe Chriſtian Church is 
W be managed and adminiſtred by (thoſe who in 
ext are called) he Elders. | 5 | 
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And here; that the Elders of the Church ate, 

within itſelf, its proper Rulers and Goverpouts; 
and that their Authority is not an arbitrary, de. 
ſpotick, or abſolute Power; as if they were 


of Churc 
among C 


Lords over God's Heritage, « 1 Pet. J. 3 ) but al- Bode 
together limited and bounded, not only by the e fo 


immediate Laws of God or Chri#t, but alſo by 
the laudable Conſtitutions of the Church itſelf, 
All this, I fay, is no matter of Controverſie in every p. 
amongſt any who do own that there is, or ouyjt Ros thing 
to be, any Government of the Church dine ff, 00, 
from that of the State or CONT 3 The 
only remaining Diſpute then will de, Who are 
the Perfout bs pointed out by the Title of E A . 
dert; or in other Terms, What is that particu! any Teſtin 
Form of Church 3 that ought t 9 oba fully and f 
„%% 4 | 
Forte reſolving of this Doubt, itwi!! not, H , dre 
my Opinion, at all avail us to advance any Ci 
ticiims, or enter into the leaſt Diſquiſition con 
..cerning the meaning of the words Be an 
- Presbyter or Elder: For however in a ſhort tin 
theſe words were uſed to denote two differen A 
Offices in the Chriſtian Church; yet, upon Ilten preva 
ſtrict Enquiry, it will appear beyond any ten every ſ 
ſonable Exception, that in the New Teitamen paiſhed by 
' they are altogether of promiſcuous finca zu) Ser 
In order therefore to the ſatisfactory clearing "SWLif--time | 
of this matter, I ſhall propoſe and handle tee Eccleſia 
two Queſtions; the one of Fact, the oiher Church, w 
Right : namely, 5 


in a very 
poſtles, th 


ſtance or 


(the greate 
wpeared ay 


elves did 


| 1 1 Epiſcopal ( 
Fir, What that Form of Government 8 f which, 


which (de facto) at firſt was every where fein Apoſtle 
throughout the Church. _ 6 of Bought ſo f 
 _ Secondly, How far (de Jure) it may 1. ' to himſe 
Fact, or any other Way be concluded, Wat the Chur 


4 


of Church Polity ought for ever to be retained 
among Chriſtians. 0 


ay down two Concluſions. oþ 
The fir is this: That immediately from, or 


I in a very few Years after, the Death of the A- 
5 poſtles, the Government of the Chriſtian Church, 


in every part of it, throughout the whole World, 
was thus ſettled ; that one, taken from among 
the Presbyters, ſhould in every convenient Di- 


be lance or Diſtrict, preſide and rule over them, 
90 the Deacons and the People. This Concluſion 
| need not ſtand to prove, or make good, from 
1 zy Teſtimonies of the Ancients, becauſe it is 


fully and freely granted by the moſt Learned of 
our Adverſaries, Da Moulin, Beza, Vedelius, 
Lanchins, Marlorat, Bochart, (who none of them 
grant the Divine Right of Epilco- „ 
jacy) and even Blondel! himſelf re pen 
(the greateſt Champion that ever I. 
wpeared againſt it) do, all of them, allow that 
this was the Form of Eccleſiaſtical Polity that 
men prevail'd; and that the Ruler or Preſident 
* n every ſuch Diſtrict was called and diſtin- 
puſhed by the Title of Bibop. 1 5 

My Second Concluſiou is, that, even in the 
Life-time of the Apoſtles, the very ſame Form 
bf Eccleſiaſtical Polity was eſtabliſhed in every 
Church, where ſome one of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves did not in his own Perſon perform the 
piſcopal Office. For the better underſtanding 
We! which, we muſt take notice, that wherever 
n Apoſtle planted a Church, he might, if he 
douggt ſo fit, retain the chief Government there- 
' to himſelf: Thus St. Paul had zhe care of 
W the Churches, (that is, of all within a conve- 

| ment 
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nient diſtance of his own planting) at once 
upon him, (2 Cor. 11. 28) took his Circuit to 
viſit the Churches in every City where he bal 
preached, (AQ. 15. 36.) went through Syria and 
Cilicia confirming the Churches, (v. 41.) And tho! 
abſent from Corinth, yet, being at ſo convenient 
a diſtance as to receive an account of the affairs 
of that Church, he jxdges as tho? he were preſent 
concerning the caſe of the inceſtuous Corinibian; 
and commands in the name of our Lord Jeſu 
Chriſt, that he ſhould be delivered unto Satan, &e. 
(1 Cor. 5 3, 4, 5) And, after this, he gives tar- 
ther direQion that the ſame Perſon having re- 
pented of his Sin, ſhould be reſtored to the Com- 
munion of the Church, and that they would 
confirm their love towards him: 


Apoſtles either did, or might have done, this 
very ſame thing. But whenever the Apoſtles 
by reaſon of their great diſtance, or being whol 
ly taken up by the Affairs of other Churches 
could not attend to the exerciſe of Government 
in any particular Church which they had planted; 


there they always placed a fingle Perſon to pte; 


fide amongſt, and bear rule over, not only the 
People, but the Presbyters alſo. And that thi 
was really and truly the caſe, the Demorſtratis 
of the Learned Mr. Chillingworth, | think, 1 
not to be anſwered. It runs thus: Eh 
955 i 


rere ” > 


Fither | 
wo by i 
terſaily ob 
he Apoſtl 
where ſet 
elſe there 
change 
from that ] 
tled by th 
mpofſible. 
mall. Ar 
rally fpeak 
in my Opii 

If any ſu 
werſal Chan 
tian Chur 
ind wide, 
my Empir 


ieing no ( 


immediate! 
Is Biſhop pi 
rs.) It v 
went, name 
If Chri/t, 2 
Aich he he 
e tranſmitt 
IM, in orde! 
len: It vy 
the Prim 
kat and [bi 


atom and 


byer ſie abc 
et things.) 


ited in v 


welve at 1 
Id (to add 


Vl with the 


RATE 


nich by the Confefſion of our Adverſaries, uni- 
) terſaily obtained immediately after the Days of 
be Apoſtles, was the very ſame that was every 
bete ſettled by the Apoſtles themſelves ; or 


eſe there muſt have been in a very ſhort time, 
change made throughout the whole Church, 
tom that Form of Government which was ſet- 


„ed by them. But ſuch a change as this was 
„podle. And therefore there was no change 


tall. And that ſuch a change as this was (mo- 
rally fpeak ing) no leſs than impoſſible, is thus, 
in my Opinion, farther demonſtrated. For 

If any ſuch Change there was, it was an ni- 
w7ſal Change. made throughout the whole Chri- 
tian Church, which at that time was ſpread far 
nd wide, even beyond the Bounds of the Ko- 
my Empire, which was of vaſt Extent (there 
being no Orthodox Church that we can find 
immediately after theApoſtles days, but what had 
Is Biſkop preſiding amongſt and over his Presby- 
ers.) It was a Change in a Mazter of great mo- 
bent, namely, the Government of the Church 
if Chri/t, and the Exerciſe of that Power with 
thich he had entruſted his Apoſtles, by them to 
e tranſmitted to others, in a conſtant Succeſſi- 
u, in order to the Edification and Salvation of 
len: It was a Change made or conſented to, 


by [the Primitive Chriſttans, who were Men of 
"ent. and ſtrict Piety, and very zenacions of their 
ned er, and Traditions (as appears in the Con- 
pre: Netrſie about the Feſtival of Eaſter, beſides 0+ 
1 heh” things.) It was a Change throughly com- 
bi ed in very few Nears; within Eleven, or 


welve at moſt, after the Death of St. Joby : 
Id (to add no more) it was a Change that met 


A with the leaf Oppoſition or Contradiction; 
but 
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but was brought about, velur ronſpiratione facka, 


as Blondell expreſſes it. But he who can believe, Pe * 
that in a Church of ſuch great Extent, an uni. {on of t 
verſal Change, in a matter of ſuch grea: moment, * de th 


could in very few Years be fully accompli ed, with ö 
out the jeaſt Oppoſition, 8 "on noch Men 7 1 dof 
of the Hridte# Piety, and moſt tenacious of thei, (he ver 
Cuitoms ; muſt have Credulity, I think, enoug f ern jd 
to receive all the Fables of the Legend for tru [cg T 
Hiſtory, and to ſwallow all the Abſurdities eve. wa pi 
of TranſubStantiation it ſelf, | #* * 0 
For a farther Confirmation of this Second js a 0 
Concluſion, we have many Inſtances of fbr p gn, 4; 
Perſons (ſome mentioned in Holy Scripture » 155 dit 
and others tranſmitted to us by the beſt Anti 4 v1 
2 :) Of fogle Perſons, I ſay, who by on os 
poſtles themſelves were appointed to preid 5. with d 
and govern in the ſeveral Churches that had bee | n ond 
planted by them. For this End was Timothh plus l hav 
ced at Epheſus (as I have already ſaid) and T1... e 8 
at Crete (Tit. 1. 5.) And what were the Ange of he 
(or Meſſengers, for ſo the word may be rendte Second y 
of the Seven Churches (Rev. 1. 20.) but (ing... 7 
Perſons ſeverally prefiding and governing i ,, - FE 
them? St. Paul tells us, That from Jeruſal i; 2 " 
round about unto Illyricum, he had fully preacoog;,, 1 of 
abe Goſpel of Chriſt : A vaſt Circuit; of no ler; . _ weld 
than fifteen hundred Miles, without accountinf;.. it 5 
any thing for the Breadth of it, which in ſom, Allow! 
places was very great. Now it was moral 10 ders 
- Impoſſible that the Apoſtle himſelf could be fibeſe Ra 
| hand, at once to manage, and give particu : - .. are 
Directions in all the Eccleſiaſtical and Spirit 7, al 
Affairs of this vaſt, and at that time, very p( 
pulous, Tract of Ground: Since then it is 
lowed on all Hands, that he left Timothy 
Epheſus and Titus at Crete, to perform the Of 
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ufficient 
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The firſt 
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elf altog ethe, 


Government, in thoſe Churches, which he 
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„ 1 
e oſelf could not attend unto; and fince the | [188 
on of the thing is altogether the ſame; can 14 | 
etre be the leaſt doubt made, but that he and | i 1 
e rect of the Apoſtles followed the ſame Rule BUR | 
an the like Caſes ? Eſpecially if we conſider, |||}! 
Whit the very Names of many of theſe firſt Church | j 1 
ernours, under the Title of Biſops, are n 
ue ecorded in the moſt Authentick * 8 An 
«Writings of the Ancients; as Di. „ wars THR 
Wins: the Areopagite at Arhens ; gl A Ye WATER 
nz or Gaius, at Theſſalonica ; f N Ara i 
pp, at Colaſſe, (Col. 4. 17.) T _ 3 11 1 
een, at hill: Creſcens A Re. Seck. l 
011 Ga/atia or Gallia; Evodius, and oY — Pre oh 
eon after him Ignatius, at Anti- EIN TOs 1 1 
10088}: with divers others who are ſo well known WH 1 
ia | need not ſtand to recount them. And 101 
Pos 1 have done with the firſt Queſtion, which 104 
[1148 rely concerns the Matter of Fact. 1 proceed 141 
Weißer to the 111 
ted second Queſtion, which is concerning the 117 
nge of Right, that is to ſay, how. far it may Bid! 
6 Wn this Fact, or any other way, be concluded, * 
md TR ſort of Church Polity ought for ever to be re- IJ ! {Jl 
we among Chriſtians, 3 147 
leg The only way to try any matter Right, is to ex- 11 
dünne it by theſe never - failing Rules, which, by 15 
lone Allowance of all reaſonable Men, ought al- 4 
otras to take place in ſuch Caſes. And Two 14 
. [theſe Rules there ſeem to be, either of which, wit 
neu itſelf, and much more both together, will Bits 
u ſufficient to bring this laſt part of the Con- Al 
i PlWorerſie to a very fair Determination. ij 
de firſt Rule is, that an Apoſtolick Practice, 14 
9 ; Werſzlly received by the Chriſtian Church, and, in $ 
Jef altogether unblameable, ought not for ever, with- EY 
| PD x out 15 
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out ſome abſolute neceſſity, to be laid afide, and my, 


teappoin 


WW. leſs to be aboliſhed among Chriſtians. What may 

bl Pw in 15 of oF" ine neceſſity, I do ng 10 For 
now enquire : and if any thing, that was inf # ; Mr 
tuted or practiſed by the Apoſtles, comes in pte (JH, 
ceſs of time to be abuſed or perverted, no Mu err. 


doubts, but that it ovght to be reformed and 3 
reQified, and brought back again to its primiti q ee 
Deſign and Intention. Bur where it plainly 5. 
nough appears that the Prackise is purely Aha 10 C 
lick, that the Church bas univerſally complied wi, 95 
it; and that no aſt fault can be found With th . hr 
thing itſelf; ſuch a PraQtice as this, ſure, ough 4. - 
never, by us Chriſtians, to be receded from; x 1 
leaſt, except we ſhould be thereunto compelle{ſ 4 FD 
by ſome. very cogent and unavoidable neceſſity * 4 Fu 
The reaſon of this Rule is very plain. For th 70 ul 
Apoſtles having received their Authority WW 4 
Commiſſion immediately from Chriſt ; and al * le 
being aſſiſted by Divine Inſpiration in the exec end tiq 
tion of that Truſt which was repoſed in them . 
whatſoever they all agreed univerſally to eſt . Fl 
bliſh, it is not to be doubted but they did it þ 555 8 * 
the direction of the Holy Spirit of God. An . 18 
what we find to be thus eftabliſhed, it cannd C tet c 
be ſafe, or indeed law ful for us, of out owa. ett g 
cord, to alter or aboliſh : However the Exigene e 10 
of Circumſtances may poſſibly, in ſome caſe . = 20 
excuſe us for complying with what we are u in, <3: yp 
way able to help or hinder. Ch ah oo 
To illuſtrate this Rule by an Example : The 25 
is no expreſs Command of Chri#?, that appeargiy © Y ( 
for conferring of Holy Orders by the 1-:p9/9f 140 45 e 
f Hands, We read indeed that Jacob laid | 1 is 
Hands on Ephraim and Manaſſeh when he blel . ng 
ed them, (Gen. 48. 14.) that Moſes did the M © a 


| , WW . 
to Foſhaa, and that by God's command, whe Me he for 


ve Will ad 


re : rr | ap * — Ot — — — 
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jeappointed him his Succeſſor, (Nam. 27. 18. 23.) 
and that our Saviour put bis Hands upon and 
peſſed the little Children that were brought unto 


in conferring of Holy Orders, we have neither any 
immediate Command of Chriſt, that appears, 


by breathing, (Joh. 20. 22.) and not by laying 
Holy Ghoſt, together with a Commiſſion for the 


performance of their Sacred Office; and yet that 
It was the conſtant practice of the Apoſtles, and 


ug! bf the Church univerſal after them, in this man- 
* per, and with the uſe of this vilible Sign, or 


Rite, always to ſet Men apart for any of the 
Sacred Functions of the Miniſtry, 
| {0 generally allowed, and ſo 
ery evident both from Scripture er INN 
nd Antiquity, that I need not of Deacons, Ch. 4. 


ow hear the remarkable and yet 7. 3+ . 25» 
ery reaſonable words of Calvin 


je, quia tamen fuiſſe in perpetuo uſu Apoſtolis 
uemus, illa tam accurata eorum obſervatio præ- 
ti vice nobis eſſe debet. Altho' therefore there 
fere no other certain Command (either expreſs 
t implicit) for Epiſcopacy; yet ſince this Form 
[Church Government was in perpetual nſe with 
e Aps/iles (as abundantly, I think, appears from 
al bave but now diſcourſed on the Queſtion 
Fact) this accurate obſervance of theirs (which 
V% and nothing leſs could be the Reaſon of fo 


lime, throughout the Chriſtian Church) ought to 


We 
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him, (Mark 10. 16.) But for impaſition of Hands 


Wo, nor ſo much as his Example. For it was 


Hands upon the Apoſtles, that he gave them the 


dend time in the proving of it. Ca. if. L. 4. 


pon this Occaſion. Licèt autem (ſays he) nul- 
un extet certum preceptum de manunm impoſiti- 


liverſal a Reception of Epiſcopacy, in ſo ſhort 


we the force of a Command, or Law with us; 
Ve Will admit this a of Calvin's (as I think 
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we ought) to take place in the one Caſe as wel) 
at the other. n 
\ The Second Rule of Right, which, I think, 
will go alittle farther towards the ending of this 
- Diſpute, is this: That zbe poſitive Laws and 14. 
ſittutions of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt are alway; ty 
be interpreted according to the untverſal and recein'd 
if Practice of the ApoStles, Nor is this any more 
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. than what for ever takes place in all Kingdoms, e ive, 
un Commonwealths, and Communities throughout 7 77e, 
| | the World. Let us ſuppoſe (for Example) tha ee * 
ith a Caſe ariſes upon a Statute of the Land (as m. IId 20) 
0 ny needs muſt) that the expreſs Letter of the Lau Mbfrour; 
1 does not reach to, and therefore, alone, cannot Mot leari 


determine: If in ſuch a caſe as this, it ſuffici. 
ently appears, that, immediately from and ifter 
the making of that Law, the univerſal and alow- 
ed Practice, and that in purſuance of the Law ui. 
ſelf, has conſtantly been in ſuch a certain man- 
ner; this ſame Practice ſhall be reckoned as an 
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Authentick Interpretation, or rather as a part, 4 
of the Law, and equally obligatory with the [Fae], doe 
| Letter of it. And this with all the reaſon tha Wig or the 
may be: For whenever « Law is made, (cſpe- Wp).;:;.. 
1 Cially by a Legiſlator that is wiſe and good) it Nur Reaſor 
is always to be ſuppoſed that they with whom aw a 


the execution of this Law is firſt entruſtcd (and 
who therefore are to be an Example to thoſe 
that are to come aftet) have ſufficient Inſtru&ion 
and Information given them concerning the full 
Import and Deſign of what is enacted; and if 


Wiour (as 
ation ur 
apart of 
ter into L. 


| 
| they in any thing, relating to that Law, ſhoulag oe; 5 
5 | act otherwiſe than was intended by the Law it ddments 
{| ſelf; it is not to be imagined but the Law maker ances in 


would immediately interpoſe, and not ſuffer his 


Intention, in making the Law, to be from the 18. 19.) : 


liciently f 


very begining ſo abuſed or perverted. | bus, n 
| ſay, the Matter ſtands with relation to all world en RY 
i | ly Communities; and that the ſame Rule vi... 
HO. uu uy eren vell as 0 


| WT even much more ſtrongly hold in the Chriſtian "i 
Church, will, I think, eaſily be granted, if oe 
; Wh conſider, that the Apoſtles not only were, aas | f 
s Wl ſodges and Magiſtrates in a Civil State, entruſt- | | 
;- Wh ed with the Execution of the Laws and Inſtitu- nin 
0 ons of our Bleſſed Saviour; but alſo had here- 1 
'4 Win ſuch conſtant, certain, and even infallible „ 
te Aſſiſtance from the Holy Ghoſt (who gaided 1 
s, em into al Truth, (John 16. 13.) taught then | 
ut Wu! things, and brought all things to their remem- | | it 
at WMlirance, whatſoever Chriſt bad ſaid unto them (cn. 
a. 14. 26.) as put them beyond all Poſſibility of 1 
artour; to which even the beſt Magiſtrates, and I 
ot noſt learned Judges, in worldly Communities, il} [| 
ci» Nie often ſubject. 190 
ter But an Inſtance or two will more fully ſhew 1 
w- Whoth the Uſefulneſs, and Neceſſity of this Rule; Ii [| 
1. Which in itſelf, from what I have already ſaid, WH 
an. ppeats to be ſo highly reaſonable. 110 
an i For Example, The giving of the Ten Com mn. 
art, Nrandments, by God or Moſes, to the People of Ti If 
the a/, does not make them, any more than the 1 
that Weſt of the Jewiſh Law, to become obligatory to 14 
le. Whcitians : But, beſides the Obligation which — || | 
©) it Wir Reaſon aſſures us, the Moral Part of that — 
nom Wow for ever lays upon all Men; our Bleſſed 1 
(and niour (as I have already ſaid) has given a new i 
thoſe WVncion unto the Decalogue, and thereby made $1 
Qion apart of the Law of his Church. If thou wilt j) 
e fuller into Life (ſays he) keep the Commandments 19% 
ad ib. 19. 17) And when the Queſtion was 1 
noudſſherenpon aske him, which, or what Com- 4 
Wit g mdments they were that he meant; he gives 11 
naketWlinces in ſeveral of the Ten Commandments, ane 
ter hi 1g. 19.) and in none other but them; thereby [f | 
m the liciently ſhewing that it was the two Tables 118 
the Law that he pointed at. Here then we THY 
ſea Ratification of the Fourth Commandment e 
ell as of the other Nine; for none of them Ae 
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are excepted) and that by Chr: himſelf. Now WE the We 
thus fat (and no farther) the very Letter of that of Reli 


Commandment: plainly goes, namely, that one Practice 
Day in ſeven ſhould, more n ſancti. appears, 
Fl fied, and ſet apart ftom the Buſineſs of the World, therto t 
Mi for the Service of God, arid Performance of Re. Obligati 
1 ligious Duties: But if the Queſtion be put, which particul. 
1 of the ſeven Days is thus to be ſanctified and ſet The! 
1 apart? I defife to know how this matter ſha!l be and thei 
111 determined. You cannot ſay, it is the 5: take, I p 
i | K Sabbath; for that is expreſly ranked, by St. Pau, [tis a 
with Meat and Drink, the New Moon, and the WM viour, t. 
flewiſh Hor days; all whigh are by him equally Wi is remen 
BY called, A Shadow of Things to come, (Col. 2. 17) 626. 26, + 
i | | and thereby ſignified to be equally aboliſhed, and Ml a» Boo: 
WI no Man to be jaaged on account of any of them Ml on be, v 
Wi  (v.16.)Is every Man therefore, or every Church, Ml pation, t 
wh at liberty, which of the ſeven Days to pitch up- Cup? Y 
1 on, to be obſerved in purſuance of the Fourth, of th 
1 Commandment? The Conſequence of this would Saviour | 
1 | | be ſtrange Confuſion; and a Man by travelling Ordinan- 
f tom one place to another, might become «b/ibut only 
BY ged to keep two or three Days in one WeekMhis Com. 
1 What Rule then muſt we go by, for the order then, tha 
1 ly and neceſlary Determination of a thing of iafer, is, 
Wh Conſequence? For my pan bat cc: 
See % 20. 19,6. J can find no other but thiſObligatio 
1 Act. 20 J. 1 007. 16. that it was the Prac?:: Joo partak; 
| 2. % 7% Ts 1 M- be Apoſtles, and from tbeſ bat is t. 
. Teen % - derived to the Univ:rigmen? W 
. 7% x, ehe, 7,9 Church, that the Day calMde ſame 
15 Yee els; led by the Gentiles S:n4nEation, 
I i 1 7 een f and by Chriſtians the Lara deſe, yet 
1 Aol. 2. vid. Job, day, (Rev. 1. 10.) being the Four, thi, 
I! j L Forbeſ. Theol. Mo. venth from the Refu: : -ct10?Ppears to 
Wi ' 741.7ib.4. Cap. 2. Of our Bleſſed Saviour, lade the 
4 | by the Jews reckoned as e Apoſt! 
1h Firſt day of the Week, ſhould always, in elf, (Fob; 
| more eſpecial manner than the Other Days Wi” M 
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of Religious Offices; and in put ſuance of this 


Practice, without any other expreſs Law; that 


appears, the Chriſtian Church has a along hi- 
therto thought herſelf bound to determine the 
Obligation of the Fourth Commandment to this 
particular Day, and not to any of the other Six. 
The Rule I am upon is of 33 Importance, 
and therefore for the farther 
take, I pray, another Inſtance. _ 
[i is a Law and Inſtitution of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, that Bread ſhould be eaten and a Cup drank 
in remembrance of his Death and Paſſion, (Matth. 
26. 26, Wc.) and as the Communion of his Body 


and Blood, (1 Cor. 10. 16.) Now let the Queſti- 


on be, who have a Right, or are under an Obli- 


pation, to eat of this Bread and drink of this 
Cup? You can never determine this by the Ler- 


ter of the Law itfelf. For when our Bleſſed 
Saviour firſt inſtituted and adminiſtred this holy 
Ordinance, there were none preſent with him 
but only his Apoſtles; and to them alone was 
his Command expreſly direged. The utmoſt, 
then, that from the Words themſelves you can 
infer, is, That the Apoſtles, or perhaps all thoſe 
that ſucceed them in their Office, had hereby an 
Obligation laid upon, and a Right given to them, 
t0 partake of this Bread and of this Cup. But 
What is this to the Laity ? Or what is it to Wo- 

en? Who yet have always been judged to have 
the ſame Right, and to be under the ſame Obli- 
ation, You will ſay, perhaps, that if not from 
heſe, yet from other Words of our Bleſſed Sa- 
jour, this Obligation, and conſequently the Right, 
Ippears to be Univerſal, and therefore muſt in- 
lade the Laity, and even Women, as well as 
de Apoſtles or Clergy. For, ſays Chriſt him- 
elf, (Jobn 6. 53.) Except ye eat the Fleſh of the 
un of Man and drink his Blood, ye have uo life in 
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you. But, if you-will go no farther than the ey. 
preſs meaning of Cbriſt's Words will lead you; 
plain it is, that by eating and drinbing, here, he 
means neither more nor lefs but only belie ring. 

- © T am the Bread of Life (ſays he) he that cometh 1 
me ſhall never hunger, and he that believeth on me 
hall never thirſt: (V. 35.) It is by coming to Chi 
then, and believing ou him (which are only two 
Words for the ſame thing) that we fatisfie out 
Spiritual Hunger and Thirſt, which he calls by 
the Names of Eating and Drinking: And Eiternal 


Life, which (v. 53, 54) is expreſly annexed to 


this ſame eating and drinking, is a little before as 
expreſly joined to believing. He that believerh a 
me bath everlaſting Life : (v. 47.) It muſt be 
granted indeed, that eating of that Bread, and 
drinking of that Cup, which he has appointed 
in Remembrance of his Death and Paſſion, is 
one way (tho' not the only one) of fignitying 
and outwardly expreſſing our Belief on him; 
But ſtill the Queſtion is (ſince the bare word: of 
Cbri t do no where, either expreſly or by con- 
ſequence, ſuggeſt or ſignifie ſo much to us; 
How ſhall it be ſufficiently proved that Lay men 
and Women have a Right, or are under any O. 
bligation, in this particular manner to expreſs ot 
fignifie ſuch their Belief, as well as thoſe who 
are called to the Miniſtry ? Why, plain it is, 
that the Practice of the Apoſiles, by them every 
where introduced and eſtabliſhed in the Church, 
that all faithful Chriſtians ſhould eat of this Bread 
and adriuk of this Cup, (1 Cor. 11. 28.) this Pra- 
ctice, I ſay, and nothing elſe, that to us appears, 
has interpreted the Command of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, to extend to the former as well as to the lat. 
ter. And in purſuance of this it is, that all 
Chriſtians, Laity as well as Clergy, and Women 
as well as Men, have ever been accounted e. 
qually to have a Right, and to be under one 7 
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municate in this Sacred Inſtitution. 

Let us now apply this Rute, thus exemplified, 
. WI to the cafe in hand. Our Bleſſed Saviour (a- 
uh mongſt other things) inſtitutes and appoints, as 
me | have already ſaid , that the Goſpel ſhall be au- 
i8 WI thoricatively preached, Baptiſm and the Lord's- 
vo Supper be adminiſtred, the Power of the Keys 
vr WI exerciſed, Sins be remitted or-retained, and all 
by WW the proper Offices relating to Religion be per- 
„formed. Now the Queltion is, who they are 
| to WM that ſhall always have Power regularly to per- 


form theſe Offices, of preaching, baptizing, and 


„the reſt of them, whatever they are or may be? 
May every Chriſtian then indifferently take theſe 
things upon him? Or may every Church eſta- 


ned bliſch what Polity, or Form of Government they 
„is pleaſe? This would ſoon run all into Confati- 
zing on: And therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed that 
im: God, who does all things with. Order and Re- 
I of Ml gularity, would ever leave his Church in fo diſ- 
con- trated a Condition. To what then muſt we 


us;) have cecourſe for our certain and authentick Di- 
men {Wl reQtion in this caſe? Why, to the very ſame 
O. Kale that we find has determined the two cafes 
(s or MM that we have but now had under our conſidera- 


t is, ſally tranſmitted to the Chriſtian Cburcb. Our 
very Bleſſed Saviour, by ratifying the Fourth Com- 
arch, Winandment, has expreſly appointed that one Day 
3read in ſeven ſhould in a more eſpecial manner than 
Pra- dhe other fix, be kept holy: He has alſo ordain- 
ears, Med that Bread ſhould be eaten, and a Cup drank. 
Savi- a Memorial of his Sufferings, and as the 
e lat N Communion of his Body and Blood : And laſt- 
at all be has inſtituted certain Offices, as Preaching, 
»men I Beptizing, with the other Parts of the Miniſte- 
ed e- al Function; to be for ever performed in his 
e and ohurch, Now as in the two former Inſtances, 
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the Practice of ibe Apoſtles univerſally received is 


L Ire * 


a ſufficient Rule, (nor have we any other) to fix 


and determine which of the ſeven Days ſhall be 


obſerved, and to what Perſons the Right and 


- Obligation, to eat of that Bread and drink of 


that Cup, ſhall extend; ſo in this laſt Caſe, ſince 
in fact it evidently appears that for the Pertorm- 
ance of all theſe Offices, the Apoſtles through- 
out the Univerſal Church, did every where eſta- 
bliſh Biſhops, Presbyters and Deacons, with a dit- 
ferent extent of Power unto each of them, {tor 


the doing of which I ſuppoſe no Chriſtian will 


deny that they had ſufficient Authority from him 
that ſent them, as I have already ſaid) What 
imaginable Reaſon can be given why this Elta- 
bliſhmeat of theirs ſhould not, as well as the o- 
ther two, for ever take, place and have the force 
of a Law ? Or what other certain Rule have we 
to preſerve the Miniſterial Office from the bold 
Intrufion of every unqualified Man, that, with- 
out any other Commiſſion, than his own Opini- 
on of his proper Gifts, may, at any time have 
a Mind to thruſt himſelf into it? 
And thus I have done with the ſecond Queſti- 


on, which was of Right ; and have endeavour- 


ed, from two very plain Rules (which in other 
caſes are, without contradiction to take place) 
to ſhew who we are to underſtand by the Elder 
that are to rule in the Church, or in other Terms, 


hat ſort of Church Polity ought for ever to be fe- 
tained among il Chriftians, 


But before I diſmiſs this Subject, it will be 
peceſſary to give ſome Anſwer to two or three 
Odjections that are commonly made agaivli 
what I have now been endeavouring to prove. 

Hiri, Then, it is obje&ed that the Office of 
Timothy, Titus (and others, who in the Apoſtles 
Time, had the like Charge) was not ſtancing 


and perpetual ; or for ever to be continued. 
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preſent Occaſion ; They were Evangelifts (2 Tim. 


4.5.) ſay our Adverſaries, and not Biſhops as we 

| underſtand the word. 

| But why a Man's being an Evangeliſt (that is 

: to ſay a Teacher and a Preacher of the Goſpel )' 
Y ſhould make him ever the leſs a Biſbop, I con- 

„ feſs, I cannot imagine. And how do they prove 

* that the Office of Timothy in Epheſus, Titus in 

(+ Crete, or any other of the Perſons, but now 

* named, in the ſeveral Churches committed to 

bl their Care; was only zemporary and occational ? 


m Does the holy Scripture ſay ſo? Not at all: 


at Do the Writings of the Ancient Fathers ſuggeſt. 


any ſuch thing ? Altogether the I 
contrary. It is therefore gratis vid, Fuſeb Hiſt. 


and for that reaſon may be gratis 
negatum, and needs no refutation. — 
But beſides the general Current of Antiquity,, 
which has all along reckoned Timothy and Titus, 


al ib. 


the Church; but only temporary, and for the 


diccum, ſpoken without proof, Fel. 3. 4. K 


avc wich the reſt of thoſe that were in the like Sta- 

N tion, to be Biſhops, in the very ſame Senſe as 
eſti- N we now underſtand the word; it ſeems to be 
zur one Mark of a ſtanding. and perpetual Office in 
ther he Church, that it was to continue even after 
45 the Death of the Apoſtles: And that this was the 


tms, 


Caſe of Timothy (and by Parity of Reaſon, of the. 
others alſo) is plain from St. Paul's ſecond Epi- 


ele to bim, (in which it is that he is ſtyled an E- 
vangelist) for there we find the Apoſtle giving. 

11 be m au Account of his approaching Martyrdom,. 
ue hat he was ready to be offered, and the time of his. 
ant Harte was at hand (c. 4. v. 6.) warning him. 
FE. df that Perverſeneſs which would appear in Men 
I In the time to come (v. 3.) and uſing this as an 
1 Argument to ſtir him up to Whatchfulneſs and. 
9 Diligence in the Diſcharge of that Office which. 
« Fo is had committed to him. Hatch thor. in alli 
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ral Ki 


2 - however the Limitation of the Exerciſe of 


wy 7 A . do yr Work 8 an Evan. 
geliſt, make full proof of thy Mmiſtry (v. 5.) 
Sa; They who — that — are not able 
to give a direq Anſwer to the Arguments pro- Work a 
duced by us in this Controverſie, do yet think perform 
that they ſufficiently evade the Force of them, Wors can 
by telling us that the Primitive Biſhopricks not allo! 
were but of very ſmall Extent; and therefore can Wlheir ſev 
be no juſt Foundation for our Dioceſan Epiſco. Nneſs of t 
our pref 
to their 
ance we 
tion of t! 
of them t 
de any th 
nany moi 
n one Ce 


Heathen 
9.) and 
yeſt to t 


Pacy. 0 

Bar this ſeems to be little better than triffing; 
for tho* one Man may be a Giant, and another 
a Dwarf, yet are they both equally Men, if they 
alike partake of humane Nature ; tho' one may 
be a King of a ſmall Territory, and another of 
a very large Dominion ; yet are they equally 


ngdoms be one and the fame. And, in ed each 

like manner, tho' one Biſhop may have a very {Wilhop, fe 

large Diocefs, and another a very ſmall one; f Sacred 

yet ſtill as to their Office and Power, within Whoſe ear! 

their ſeveral Charges (and much more within the Wubltance 
Catholick Church at large) they both may be ivine A 

7 Biſhops. The true and adequate Notion Hental or 

O e det wee 


a _—_ conſiſts in having ſuch a certain Mex 
ſure of lawful Power to preſide and govern in Wt 

Eccleſiaſtical Matters among and above the Pre. Tray, 
ters, Deacons, and People, as I have already * of 
„ IS, that 
er expref] 
ſtitution; 
pretende 


that Power, in each Biſhop, to a certain Diſttid 
or Dioceſs, beyond which, except in Caſes cf 
great Neceflity, he ought not to go, may be 


matter of Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitution, and Agtee: e po rey 
ment only; and accordingly ſo ſettled for the it no C 
better carrying on the Work of the Goſpel, aud uo Sac! 
the more regular Preſervation of the Frame aud they be 


Order of the Chriſtian Church: As James, CephuWQſ'o many 
and John geve to Paul and Barnabas the Right iP ot Chrii 
band of Fellowſhip, that theſe ſhould go unte l netion y 


Heatben 


2 2 


Ee 
227 


irrer U 


9.) and Labourers, that have a very great Har- 
dle veſt to take care of, do divide and difttibute the 
to- Work among themſelves, in order to the better 
nk performance of it: Except therefore the Object - 


m, Wors can prove that the Primitive Biſhops were 
ck; not allowed to exerciſe ſuch a Power as this in 


their ſeveral Churches ; the greatneſs or ſmall- 
neſs of their Dioceſſes, with teſpect to thoſe of 
our preſent” Biſhops, will make nothing at all 
to their purpoſe. And yet as far as at this di- 
ance we are able to trace the State and Condi- 


they ion of the Ancient Biſhopricks, there are none 
may Wet them to be found, where Chriſtianity came to 
r of Ne any thing well planted, but what contained 
1ally any more Chriſtians, than what could aſſemble 
eve: Wn one Congregation for Divine Worſhip ; and 
d, in ad each of them ſeveral Presbyters under one 
very {Wiſhop, for the ordinary and better performance 
one; Wt Sacred Offices; which plainly ſhews that in 
ithin Whoſe early times Epiſcopacy was the ſame for 
n the Wobltance with what we now plead for, as of 
ay de isine Apoſtolick Inſtitution, whatever acci- 
otion ental or circumſtantial Difference there may 
Mer between thoſe Ancient Biſhops and ours. 
rn in 0 ; 


par 
Thirdly, The great ObjeQion, and whichin the 


ready Woinion of fome, ſeems to preſs moſt hard upon 


iſe ois, that if Epiſcopacy, as we ſtate it, is, whe- 
i(tri er <xpreſly, or by juſt Conſequence, of Divine 
ſes ofWiitution ; it will follow, that thoſe Churches, 


ay bel pretended Churches, which have no Biſhops, 


Aster: e no regular, that is to fay, no Ordination; 
or tdeif no Ordination, then no Valid, that is to 
1, and no Sacraments; and if no Sacraments, then 
ne and they be no Churches; which is hard to ſay 
Cepbaſ i ſo many learned, pious and orthodox Socie- 
, Right of Chriſtians, which have embraced the Re- 
to temation without retaining the Epiſcopal Go- 
eatben 09: verumen: 


Heathen, and they unto the Circumciſion (Gal. 2. 
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vernment amongſt them; to which Allegation, 
becauſe it ſeems to derive the greateſt Prejudice 
of any upon our DoQtrine, I crave your patience 
while I return a full and diſtin& Anſwer. 
Firſt then, Where a Trath is well and ſuffcicnt- 
ly proved, it ought to be no manner of prejudice n 
2b, that never ſo many Men, in all other reſped,, 
Learned, Pious and Orthodox do reject and den) i. 
For Truth is never the leſs Truth, nor Proof 
ever the leſs Proof, tho' many Men, othetwiſe 
of never ſo good a Character, do refuſe to ad. 
mit it. For Example; there is no Truth, | 
think, better confirmed, both by Scripture and 
Antiquity, than this, That they who have a Right, 
and are under an Obligation, to eat of the Bread 
are alſo under the ſame Obligation, and have 
ig the very ſame Right to drink of 
Se Mat. 26.27. the Cup in the Holy Sacrament 
Ky of the Lord's Supper. Now be 
cauſe the Church of Rome (in which there cer 
tainly are many Pious and Learned Men; an 
Orthodox alſo in the Fundamentals of Chriſt 
anity, whatever Errors or Corruptions they have 
mixed therewith) becauſe, I ſay, the Church 0 
Rome, who have in ſome meaſure, departec 
from the firſt Inſtitution of this holy Ordinance 
do, with one voice, reje@ this DoQrine, whic 
we maintain; is this a juſt ground for any of 1 
in the leaſt to doubt of it? In like manner 
If the Proof which we bring. of the Fa, thi 
Epiſcopacy was the Government actually {ſcttle 
by the Apoſtles throughout the Univerſal Church 
be lame and inſufficient; or the Conſequer 
which we draw from thence touching the Obli 
gation that lies upon all Churches to retain a 
keep up the ſame Government, does not fait! 
follow; let theſe things or either of them, 
fully and fairly ſhewn, and it will be home! 
the purpoſe: But if the Tack (as I have aid) 
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ſo notorious as to be given up by the moſt Learn- 


ed even of our Adverſaries, and the Conſequence 
none other than what, in other Caſes (as | think 
] have ſhewn) all Chriſtians do freely admit; 
and that with the greateſt reaſon that may be: 
Shall this be look'd upon as a juſt ObjeQion, 


againſt what we fo ſubſtantially prove, that they, 


who have ſo far at leaſt declined from the Pri- 
mitive Practice, will not allow of the neceſſity 
or validity of thoſe Rules upon which this Pra- 
Qice was eſtabliſhed, and therefore (as we ſay) 


.ought to be continued? In a word, whatever 


Prejudice the Practice of ſome of the Foreign Re- 
formed Churches may ſeem in the Opinion of 
any, to derive upon our Doctrine touching the 
Divine Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy; it cannot, by 
the allowed Rules of reaſoning, be reckoned as 
a fair Ohection againſt it. But even this Preju- 
dice itſelt will be very much leſſened; if as a far- 
ther Anſwer we conſider, 

Secondly, That they who bring this as an Ob- 
jection againſt us, do draw a Conſequence from 


our Doctrine which we are not obliged to 


maintain. ; 


In the behalf of thoſe Churches who have re- 
formed, without Epiſcopacy, it may be urged, 
That from a defect in the Authority or Commiſſion of 
bim who performs a Minifterial Office, we cannot 
infer a nullity in the performance itſelf, with reſpect 
to the Perſons, who are to receive the benefit of it, 


For Inſtance ; at the time when our Bleſſed Sa- 


viour was upon Earth, as there were divers other 
great Defects and Irregularities in the Fewiſb 
Church; ſo in particular, the High-Prieſthood, 
Which was an Office of God's own Inſtitution, 
and to continue for Life ; by the Power of the 
Kimazs, that then prevailed, was made Tempo- 
ary if not Annual, and at pleaſure transferred 
tom one Perſon to another. Thus we read of 
5 Caiaphas, 
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Tear, (Joh. 18. 13.) Now if from this lllegality 
in the Commiſſion and Appointment of the High 
Prieſt an abſolute Nullity in the Prieſthood itſelf 
or all its Performances did neceſſarily follow; 
it is not to be imagined, but that our Saviour 
wou'd plainly have charged them with down. 
right Apoſtacy, and abſolutely refuſed to commu. 
nicate in any Divine Offices with them ? Neither 
of which we find to have been done by him. 

+ Again : They who are the ſtricteſt in defence 
of the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy ; as with I 


great ſtrength of Argument, they prove that, od. Whinſtitutec 
narily, and regularly, no Man has a ſufficient Mwithout 
Power to confer Baptiſm, but he who has receiv- With the 
ed his Ot dination from a Biſhop ; fo if any Pet. N certainly 
ſon who has been Baptiſed by one ordained by Wed, as ſo 
Presbyters alone, defires to be received into regular 
Communion with them; they do not require H not on! 
that he ſhould be again baptized; which yet they Nerhaps, e 
on to do, if their Judgment were, that a de- Nead us jr 
feQ in the Authority or Commiſſioa ofthe Per- Now v 
ſon adminiſtring, did infer no leſs than a Nu: Wrought i 
in the Office performed by him. There are di- hurches, 
vers things (as Judicio1s Her ue them. 

Ee. Pol. I. 5. Seck. ſuggeſts) that ought not, perhaps, Mon them 


62, 


to be done, in the manner that 


they are, which yet, being done may have their i." that 


due force and effect. Nor does the Validity of a hrs 
Religious Performance wholly depend upon the Ny receive, 


Authority or Qualifications of the Perſon per. 
forming, but altogether upon the acceptance of 
Almighty God: And where Men act, 424 fiat 
to the beſt of their knowledge, or as wel! as the 
unavoidable neceſſity of their Circumſtances will 
permit (which is always to be preſumed, except 
the contrary very plainly appears) may we bot 
charitably hope, that a good and gracious God 


ſtauding 


c 1 
fanding that, for want of due Information, 
Knowledge or Ability, they differ from the po- 


6 

h ſtive Rules that are inſtituted, or preſcribed in 
fach Caſes ? If then for theſe or any other rea- 
; bons we do not pronounce an abſolute Nullity 
ut Wh pon that Baptiſm which is conferred by a Per- 


n- WT fon, who regularly, has not a ſufficient Com- 


union to adminiſter the fame ; what Obligation 


ner Whcan lie vpon us to affirm thoſe Holy Orders to 


be altogether void, (I mean as to the effect of the 
Miniſterial Function) which are conferred by 
Presbyters alone, who, according to what was 


di. WMiſtituted and ſettled by the Apoſtles, are not, 
ent Without the concurrence of a Biſhop, entruſted 
eiv- Wiwvith the Power of Ordination? Irregularities 
det · Neertainly ought to be rectified, and Defects ſuppli- 
4 by Wes, as ſoon as they are diſcovered; but from an 
into regularity or Defed, to infer an abſolute Nulity 
vice Wiſs not only a thing without Reaſon, but alſo may, 
they Wherbaps, draw fuch Conſequences after it, as may 
; de- {WWead us into great Perplexity and Confuſion. 

pet - Now when theſe, or ſuch Pleas as theſe, are 
ulity Wrought in behalf of the Foreign reformed 


hurches, it is none of our Buſineſs either to re- 
ite them, or to paſs our Judgment or Verdict 
pon them f. To their own Maſter they muſl ſtand 


{ Noe, that in what 1 have here faid, 1 follow the Opinion 


thelf tae late Learned Lord Primate Bramie!!; who in his Let- 
} of 8 Wiſes: of Ocders given to a Reverend Divine, who having for- 
on the ey received Orders in the Presbyterian way, was after- 
1 per- ads re-ordained by his Grace; cauſed the following words 
x6 f be inſerted, Non annihilantes prioves ordines (I ques habuit ) nec 
Ice 0 Utatem aut invaliditatem eorundem determinantes ; multo minus 
A fiae, | 0rdines Sacro: Ecelefiarum forinſecarum condemnantes ; ques 
as the e Jadici relin guimus : Sed ſolummedo ſupplenter quicquid pri- 


kfait per Canenes Ectleſie Anglicane requiſitum, & providentes 
 Ecclefie, ut Schiſmatis tollatuy occa in, & conſcientits fidelium 


xCePl Ni, * nec [nt] ade mode dubitent de ejus ordinatione, aut attus 
e not Pretijteriales tanquam invalidos averſentur. See the Life of 
God Lord primate Bramhall, prefixed to his Works by the moſt 
uh: 9d, John late Lord Biſhop of ymerict, and now Arch - 

Wu bop of Tam, 6 | 
and10g þ or 
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"a or fall (Rom. 14. 40 To him therefore we ought that it 

„ to leave them, who one Day will judge them and 4 

1 with Mercy as well as Juſtice; and will, we warni! 
4) hope make a full Allowance for all ſuch Miſtakes Son 7 
7® and invincible Prejudices, as even the beſt aud your r 
1 moſt learned of Men are ſometimes ſubject to. Ing un; 
1 I have now done with the two firſt Obſcryz. WR cit E 
bo tions drawn- from my Text, there remain yet fore, n. 
1 two more to be handled: Concerning which, et auy 
7m becauſe neither will the time now allow me to ert yo 
1 enlarge upon them, nor am I willing wholly to they ary 
1 paſs them by; I ſhall content my ſelf with giving ence, 
1 you brief hints of what may be ſaid upon them and 5 
TR rather than undertake, at the latter End of ny Then 
8 Diſcourſe fully to ſpeak to them. nean 75 
IF III. The third Obſervation then was this, tha be ſolen 
1 ſuch Elders (Biſhops, I think, I may now tate e follo 
38 leave to call them) as do well acquit themſelne thee befor 
+ of the Office of Government, ought juſtly to meet lect Anz 
1 ' with very great Honour and Eſteem in the Cu ger 
= even double Honour, as my Text expreſſes it . 
1 What St. Paul means by ruling well, we may ale 
WA beſt learn from other Paſſages of his own WI bete is a 
wet tings; to which if we have recourſe we hal bat Cann 
1 find that, in this expreſſion, he deſigns to uf, with 
Wot: clude, at leaſt, theſe two things, firſt Diligenie vb Pr 
1 and ſecondly Impartiality. 8 nothing 
13 Touching the former of theſe, they are bi bad faic 
1 own words, that he that f uleth ſhould do it ui“ if care 
. diligence (Rom. 12 8.) And to this purpoſe, | , many O 
388 gives Timothy a ſhort, Exhortation indeed, but tion; tc 
118 very prefling and earneſt one: Meditate on i 4 anther 
1 things (ſays he) give thy ſelf wholly to them (1 11 1 ts, 
ÞF } 4. 15.) as if he had faid unto him. Do not tit 0 *!igion 
1 that you are now put into a Poſt of Eaſe, Mir 5 the. 
1 the contrary, the Office that you are enttuſte | nce as 
1 with, is a place of great Care, and con ſe quai lot Ac 
1 ly, of Labour and Trouble: If you con ſcien ge rel 
1 Se, May 


euſly. diſcharge your Duty, you will ſoon ; 
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that it requires your conltant and utmoſt Thought 


ane 28; 


| and Application of Mind: I therefore give you 
\ Wh warning before-hand that you tate conſtantly 
en theſe things, have them daily and hourly in 
mY Bk remembrance ; conſider that by your hav- 
| ing undertaken them, they are now become the 
| chief Buſineſs of your Life ; from which there- 
1" Wl fore, neither the Cares nor Affairs of the World, 
” or any Other thing ought to take you off, or di- 
by yert you. And to ſay all at once, I te}l you 
* they are things of ſuch a Nature and Conſe- 


þ quence, as that you opght to give your ſelf whol- 
. and altogethet to them. - 

Tien as touching the other thing implyed, I 
nean [mpartiality : I need go no farther than 
the ſolemn Admonition that again he gives him in 


be: the following words (1 Tim 5 21, 22.) I charge 
riod thee before God and the Lord jelus Chrilt, and the 


lect Angels, that thou obſerve theſe things, with 
% preferring one before another, doing nothing by 
m7, Ws 
artrality. Lap hands ſuddenly on no man, neither 
Ht /4rtaker of other meas fins; keep thy felf pure. 
'e m2 | ' bd * WD... 
Wü bere is a force in ſome of the Original Words, 
e ſha dat cannot well be expreſſed by a bare Tranſla- 


oY on, without a Paraphraſe ; xe Tegretunr@» 


thut preſudice: 4y0ty Te JA IT 601A" Au- 
gvothing out of inclination: As it in other Terms 
are H bad faid, O T1mocby, there are divers things 
rl at, if care be not taken, will be very apt to beger, 
oſe, 0 many Occaſions, a Prejudice ina Man of your 
4, hut ation , to prepoſſeſs him in fayour of oe be- 
; „ another, and iucline him ſometimes to poſt- 
Ties even the good of Souls, and the Intereſt 

© in Religion, to that regard he, perhaps, may 
1 to the Perſon of this or that Man | Such an 

ro venice as this (for inſtance) ancient Frieud- 

ſequel Is Acquaintance, Kindred or Relation, or 

cle l merceſſion of one whom he is willing to 
0050 fi ige, may have upon him: And often we bod 
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that a Man has even an unaccountable Inclinz. bis St 
tion to the Perſon of one rather than another, WF the C 
without any impartial RefpeQ had to their Me- allow 
tits. Here therefore I think it neceſſary to redou- Fro 
ble my Charge and Admonition to thee : I charge bis Re: 
thee therefore before God, who is the ſearcher of WW this 4+; 
all Hearts; before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall WW bſeech 
one Day be thy Judge; and before zhe Elect du. ibour 
gels, who then ſhall be Witneſſes of thy Acquit- WW ard 24% 
tal or Condemnation, hat thou carefully /erve Wi iv Love 
theſe things that I have now directed tlice, and To gor 
that without prejudice or prepoſleſſion, 207 pre- Wu muc 
ferring one man before another for any other Res- Order 3 
ſon bat his true and real Merit; doing vothignge Pie 
partiality, nor ſuffering any Inclination, what-Wfthe Glo 
ſoever, to prevail with thee, in the leaſt, to the of Mar 
Detriment of the Church, or our holy Religion He Og; 
And, upon this occaſion, in a particular man ne Hon 
ner, I charge thee to lay hands ſuddenly on but, beff 
man: Admit no one to the Office of the Mini our ang 
ſtry, until thou haſt made a (tri Enquiry, anation ; , 
art throughly ſatisfied, both as to his true Pie deg 
and ſufficient Abilities for the Diſcharge of th eli be. 
Function: Keep thy ſelf pure, be not partater i muſt n 
other mens fins: For know well, that if, for walhord or 
of due care thou committeſt the Charge of tholWbrer p44; 
Souls for whom Cbriſt died, to one that is n V. To 
qualified for it; his Faults or Neglects will Wy 4% 
put to thy Account. Si vitioſum (he might al ears of 
have added imperitum] admiſeris imputabunturi o dern. 
bi ejus peccata; as Caſtalio remarks upon t, ine. 
Place. 4 = There 4 
Thus we fee what St. Paul means by ig“ D,.;, 
wel, and what that double Honour is, which man's © 


Biſhop, who thus diligently and impartially g Imothy - 7 


verns that part of the Church committed to v od Te 
ought always to meet with : As namely, fig, ,, tea 
great Reſpect and Eſteem of his Perſon, Wc, , 
ſecondly a liberal Maintenance in proportion th 40 


— 


— 3 — * — a = * . 
rn 10 60 
his Station, might plainly enough be ſhe wn from 


I » 

„me Context, but that the Time will not now 
e- WT allow me farther to inlarge. | 

u- From the Apoſtles words alſo in another place, 
ge bis Reaſons might be drawn why he would have 


of Wl this double Honour given to every ſuch Biſhop. Ne 
all WR 6-fe2ch yon, Brethren, (ſays he) to know them which 
labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, 
and admoniſh you ; and to eſteem them very highly 
i Love for their Works ſake, (t Theſſ. 5. 12, 13.) 


and To govern the Church well, to keep every Man, 
pre much as may be, to his Duty, to preſerve 
e+- order and Diſcipline, ſuppreſs Vice and encou- 


rage Piety, is a moſt excellent Work, advances 
the Glory of God, and tends to the Salvation 
of Man. They therefore who well perform 
this. Office, do, for their Works ſake, deſerve all 


man ae Honour and Refpe& that we can pay them. 
on but, beſides this, it is a Work that requires La- 
Mia our and Care, great Thought, and conſtant Appli- 
„ an nion; and if the bare Goodnefs of the Work, 
Pie ay deferves honour, the Jaborionſneſs of it may 
of thalWnell be accounted worthy af, double honour. But 
aber 08 muſt not longer dwell on theſe Points: A 
t wan ord or two, and that very bri-tly of the laſt 
xt tho btervation, and I have done. It was this, 
t is no IV. Thatzt engt to be no ſmall Addition to the Ho- 
will r and Eſteem of ſuch an Elder, as my Text 
ght allWheaks of, F befedes the faithful Adminiſtration of 
untur i Government, he alſo labours in the Word and 


hackrine. | 
dere are two ways of /aborring in the Word 
Doctrine: Firlt, by preaching the Goſpel in 
man's own Perion. Tus St. Paul direQs 
Imothy : I charpe thee therefore before God and 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, who ſhall jadge the quick 
the dead, Preach the word, be inſtant, 
| ſeaſon, ont of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort 
ortio0 i a Long-[nffering ad Doctrine (2 Tim. 4. 

| | 1 2} 
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by taking all poff ble 
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t, 2.) And, Secondly, 


it ſhall f 


Care to provide faithful and able Teachers and tom Go 
9 Preachets for the Inſtruction of the People; But it 
4 This Charge alſo the Apoſtle gives to T.; wer hefe 
f Type things that thou haft heard of me (ſays fe. Occ 
| among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou it iſconrfii 
F faithful Men, who fhall be able to teach others ai, beg a 
1 (2 Tim. 2. 2.) And not only that Biſhop woher whe 
. by often appearing himſelf in the Pulpit, ſbenſrrone 
Ui a good Example to his Presbyters, and ſhane. ok: 
1 ſuch as neglect this part ot theit Duty : But hy he Divin 
+ _ alſo, who makes a ſufficient Trial of every mug... an- 
1 Abilities before he admits him into holy Orden te Ch. 
| or the Cure of Souls; enquires carefully int herever 
i the performance of the Several Preachers thi dntiove 
4 are under his Inſpection or Government; Girel liſhed: 
them how and after what manner they ſhout: th 
rigbtly divide the Word of Truth ( 2 Tim. 2 io mee 
countenances and encourages thoſe who do wi ems 's 

well, and gently admoniſhes all ſuch as he ting oon; 
guilty of Negligence or imprudent Affe dai lample 
in this part of their Office: Such a Biſhop 4 u the 8 
this, I ſay, as well as the other, does a hs in pa 
to very excellent purpoſe, labour in the I ad at prof 

Doctrine. | | | | 65 in tt 
And that ſuch Labour as this ought very mud * *. 

to augment the Honour and Eſteem oi ere 1 alway 
Biſhop who is diligent in it, might full) * That a 
ved by the very ſame Reaſons, that we ha 0 the 
now from St. Paul upon the preceding Pol ewholſ 
To labour either Way, and much more . durch: 

Ways, in promoting of the Goſpel, is a mo esbytzrs 


Ct ork ; and highly tends to the non e 
x0 . the good of the Church, and the fa . EC 
tion of Mankind: It is alſo a painful wor 
and requires not a little Study and Diligend 
And therefore upon both theſe Accounts, ou 
to meet with a moſt honourable return bete, 
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| hall certainly receive a moſt ample Reward ; | 


4 1 4 


8 
ene , 


tom God hereafter. 5 | 
But it is full time that I make an End : How- 
wer before I have quite done, I cannot but take. 1 
his Occaſion, both from what J have now been | 
iſcourfing, and alſo from the place where I am, | 
o beg and intreat all that hear me, this Day, 
hat when they addreſs themſelves unto the 
Throne of Grace, they would often make it a 


ame of their Prayers to Almighty God, that 1 
ut bole Divine Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy may be re- DO 
malred and revived Wherever it has been laid aſide 

rden the Chriſtian Church, reformed and rectifjed, 

* herever it has been abuſed or perverted, and 

8 thi 


ontinue for ever to flouriſh where it is rightly e- 


cre bliMed: That all Biſhops may rule well, and la- 
nur in the Word and Doctrine, and may never 
2. 16 


to meet with that double Honour which is due 


them for ſo doing: That all Presbyters and 
„ Jezoons may induſtriouſly follow the good 
Gale 


zample of their Biſhops : That our Univerſi- 
„ the Seminaries of uſefu! Knowledge, and 
Is in particular where we now are, may al- 
aysS proſper and be in great Credit: That Learn- 
g in them, may be treed from all unneceſlar 


ry ops and Difficulties ; and true Piety and Gra- 
ons THIGH and thrive togeth; 7 

vel J 2:1Ways grow up tive together with 
\ 


That all Chriſtian People may become obedi- 
t to the Laws of God, and conformable to 
te wnolfome and laudable Conſtitutions of the 
durch: And ii, that all of us, Biſhops, WY 
edytzrs, Deacons and People, may with ſuch i 
nicience and Diligence, perform our ſeveral 
biies, as that God may be glorified, his Church 
ays edified, and we our ſelves eternally 
ed; All which, God of his Mercy grant, fur 
Merits, and threugh the Mediation of Jefns 
mill; zo whom with the Father and the Hol 
lu, Three Perſons, but one incomprehenſible pa 
| PF an 
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and Eſſence, be aſcribed all Honour, Glory, ard Ineys 
Power, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both yy eros) e 
and for evermore, Amen. emporthy 
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APPENDIX. Mt J 
ſatisfie the Reader touching the Conceſſ. WR Nor 72: 
ons made by thoſe Learned Men whoſe WH, * cx 
Names I have mentioned; I here give him an bit, 
Extract of Quotations from them, as they are Nm L. 
ſet down in a late little Book entituled, A te prez 
Charchman, &c. tlefie ; | 
Petrus Molinens, in his Book de Munere Paſiq- ee Ac pr 
rali, purpoſely written in defence of the Pref. . Epiſe. 
byterial Government, acknowledgeth, That lege Pre 
preſently after the Apoſtles times, or even in their N: 1a . 
times 2 Eceleſiaſtical Story witmeſſeth) it was er- Uiſcopn 
daiued, that, in every City one of the Presbytery NM uatt. pr 
ſhould be called a Biſpop; who ſhould have Pre- emi. M Popa 
nence over his Colleagues, to avoid Confuſion, which de cler 
o · times ariſeth ont of E uality; and truly thu . 
form of Government all Charches every where re. 
cerved, 1 
T beodorus Beza, in his TraQ, de triplici Epiſ 
copatus genere, confeſſeth in effect the ſame thing, 
For, having diſtinguiſhed Epiſcopacy into three 
kinds, Divine, Humane, and Satanical; and 
attributing to the Second (which he calls Ha- 
mane, but we maintain and conceive to he Apo- 
ſtolical) not only a Priority of Order, but a 
Superiority of Power and Authority over other 
Presbyters, bounded yet by Laws and Canon“ præ 
provided againſt Tyranny ; he clearly profeſſeih , 
that of this kind of Epiſcopacy, is to be under ch Charc 
ſtood whatſoever we read cbncerning the Al 5 te 
thority of Biſhops (or Prefidents, as Jin A, ck c 
tyr calls them) in Ignatius and other more ancl 1 pn th 
ent Writers. | bes ſent t 
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e 
Inequalitatem ((c. inter Epiſcopos & Presb 
Ko) ofe vetuſtiſſimam ac vicinam A — 
mporibus e Quod nos ultro fatemur. Dan. Cha- 
pier Panſtrat. Tom. 2. lib. 10. cap. 6. $ 24. 
gam tempore Ignatii erat diſcrimen illud Preby- 
worm ( Epiſcops. Nic. Vedeli. exer. 3. in 
pit, Ignat. ad Philadelph. cap. 14. 

Non ita multo poft ApoStolos, obtinuiſ gonſuetu- 
„ ut ex multis pattoribus, ſeu Presbyteris c 
piſcopts, unis præficeretur reliqui⸗ omnibus, non 
quam Dominus, ſed ut rector reliquis Senatoribus ; 
i imprimis commendata eſſet cura totius alicujus 
cleſc; reliqui illius eſſent coadjutores & colle- 
. Ac proinde huic etiam primatui xar toxry v 
mn Epiſcops & Paitoris attribuebatur: Reliqui * 
lee Presbygerorum tanmtum nomine coutenti fue- 
t: ita factum uit ut quæque civitas unum habe- 
Epiſcopum & multos Preibyteros Hieron. Zan. 
haart. e | 

Nov Populum aggreditur, ſed Clerum; nec quem- 


14 


- emi. e TL 

hich 4 clero nominatim compellat, ſed Principem 

ly thin £756 Epiſcopum. Marlorat. in Apoc cap. 
19 | 


nexdant je demeure d'accord que Pordre Epiſco- 


Epiß et de grande Antiquite, 2 7 11 a ee 70 Fe 
thing. i”? ae fran par toute Peghſe, bientoſt apres 
ihrer rer. Bochart Lettre a Monſieut Mor- 
: da. 4. 
© = Wnge!! deſcribes the Place and Office of the 
e Apo” Presbyter in every Church to have been 
dut the ſame as we aſcribe to a Biſhop (Pref, 
ir othet pol. pro ſentent. Hieron.) calling them Pres- 
Canon vam, prepoſitos iE, Cleri totins C apita, 
eſſen i211 Who had ze firit, or chief, care 
ner Courch by che conſent of their fellnw Pres- 


Au and telling us, that he well or il doing 
M Fc committed to them, might jaitly R 
bw r them. As he ſays it appears by the 

iges {cnt to the Angels of the Afratick Cburch- 


es, 


4 
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ene 
es, Rev. 2.3. And having in theſe and other 
words deſcribed them as Perſons of a rematk 
able Eminence above the reſt of the Presbyterz 
he tells us (on what ſolid ground I cannot 61: 
that this Office of courſe belonged to the eldef 
Presbyter in every Church, upon whoſe De 
he ſays, ig was, by Succeflion, derived 19 tig 
next in giority, and ſo continued until the 
Year of our Lord 108. (for the Caſe of T 
and Titus he looks upon to be extraorcingr 
after which he has theſe remarkable words: 5. 
panlo poit——ad ſuffragia-ubique (velut conſpirati 
one facta) itum, ut deinceps fratrum caput & =:::c1 
eſet non (pro veteri more aTewloyercoJorntet;, ſed: 
recenti iuſtituto) inter collegas dotibus ad cm: 
em ædiſicationem potior, &c. pag. 6, 7, S8. $ 
that Blondell himſelf, a profeſſed Adverſary 
grants the Office of a Biſhop to have been (ro, 
the very firſt eſtabliſhment of Churches; but o 
ly alledges (how truly I do not now enqguirg 
that this Office at firſt went by Succeſſion; 2 
that ſoon after the Year 108, it came eve 
where to be elective. And to make this Schen 
of his out, he is forced to have recourſe to a 
ry extravagant Suppofition, namely, that 
Churches every where, on a ſudden, as , 7 
had conſpired together, made a change in the mi 
ner of appointing their Biſhops or Preſident 
and brought it from Succeſſion to Elec 
Altho' it is very evident that ſo material a chan 
in a thing of that conſequence could not be! 
troduced without great Oppoſition, which int 
fore muſt have made it a Buſineſs of longer {ll 
than he ſuppoſes. 
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